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PROF. K. SEETHARAMA RAO, VICE-CHANCELLOR
PRESENTED REPORT ON THE  ACTIVITIES AT 24TH CONVOCATION

Honourable Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan,
Governor of Telangana and Lt. Governor of
Puducherry, Distinguished Chief Guest Prof. Asha
S Kanwar, President and Chief Executive Officer of
the Commonwealth of Learning; Members of the
Executive Council, Distinguished Invitees;
Representatives from the Print and Electronic
Media; Faculty and Staff of the University;
Recipients of various Awards, Degrees,
Diplomas and Certificates; Ladies and
Gentlemen:

On behalf of the Members of the
Executive Council, Teaching and Non-
Teaching staff of the University and on
my own behalf, it is a great honour and
privilege to welcome each one of you on
this momentous occasion of the Twenty-
Fourth Convocation of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
Open University. At the outset, I offer my
wholehearted greetings to all our learners who are
about to graduate who are present at this venue, and
to those who could not attend but will be getting
degrees in absentia. Special congratulations to all the
Medal winners and their families.

I am particularly happy to have,at this
convocation, the gracious presence of our
Honourable Chancellor, Dr.Tamilisai
Soundararajan, a doctor and scholar of eminence,
who is known for her excellence in State
Administration.

It is a great honour and privilege to welcome the
eminent Chief Guest of the day, Professor Asha Singh
Kanwar, one of the world’s leading advocates of
learning for sustainable development, who is the
President and Chief Executive Officer of the
Commonwealth of Learning. Throughout a career
spanning over 35 years, she has made outstanding
contributions in the areas of teaching, research and
expansion of Open, Distance and Flexible learning.

I congratulate all the graduate and post-graduate
learners and research scholars of the University who
receive Degrees and Awards at this convocation.
Ladies and Gentlemen, due to the pandemic we could
not conduct the convocations for our successful
graduates in the years 2020 and 2021. However, I

am proud that we have organised this convocation
at the earliest possible time. Today, with a sense of
pride, I am happy to report to you the progress of
our university which is consistent in its efforts to
provide equal opportunities for education and has
received recognition as an institution that upholds

the values of inclusive quality education and
research.

At this Convocation, 74,488
candidates, who have qualified during
the years 2019 to 2022, are receiving
their Degrees, Diplomas and
Certificates. Out of these 57,717 are
undergraduate candidates who have
qualified to receive their degrees

among which 29,638 are women. 193
inmates from various prisons of Telangana

and Andhra Pradesh States are also receiving
degrees at this Convocation. I congratulate all of

them once again.
Today, change is the buzzword and reinvent or

perish is the new mantra. Educational delivery
systems the world over have undergone a sea change
and stakeholders are now faced with the task of
reinventing themselves to suit these delivery systems.
As a pioneering distance education institution in
making inclusive education available to the masses
within its geographical jurisdiction, Dr. BRAOU has
been constantly making efforts to break down
barriers and kept the lamp of intellectual curiosity
burning. The University has chalked out pathways
to reinvent itself and reach out to its learners. Since
the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic, online learning
and teaching has gradually become the new normal
at almost all levels of education. In keeping with the
trend, the teaching fraternities at Dr. BRAOU, both
the internal faculty as well as the counselors of PG
& UG courses were given the mandate to take online
classes using technological support.Despite all odds,
today with a sense of pride, I am happy to report to
you that the University is consistently maintaining
high visibility and recognition as an institution that
upholds values of inclusive quality education and
research.
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QUALITY ASSURANCE
Extending the quest for quality BRAOU proposes

to go in for NAAC accreditation soon.   TheCentre
for Internal Quality Assurance (CIQA)has
coordinated the compilation of the Self-Study Report
(SSR) with the cooperation and inputs from the
teaching and non-teaching staff. With a view to
enhance internal quality and for preparing the SSR
for  NAAC accreditation, CIQA also organised
lectures by  two eminent distance educators, Prof.
V.S. Prasad and Prof. Rajan Welukar under its
“Special Lecture Series” in 2022.

Another important development is that the G
Ram Reddy Academy for Distance Education
(GRADE) has now been made into a separate
division, and renamed as “G Ram Reddy Centre for
Research & Development” (GRCR&D) so as to extend
its work from research and development, to
innovation and entrepreneurship that would
facilitate the reshaping and modernization of the
ODL system.

The University has also established the “Centre
for Skill Development and Career Planning” to
facilitate launching of skill-based programmes of
short duration and impart employability skills.

In keeping with the UGC guidelines to make
education relevant and application-oriented,  our
university had the distinction of being one of the first
to adopt the 'Choice Based Credit System', which
provides a convenient and effective teaching-learning
platform so that learners have the flexibility to make
a choice from a list of elective, core, and soft skill
courses.Now, the first batch of UG learners of the
CBCS have successfully passed out during the
academic year 2020-21. In addition to B.A., B.Sc.,
B.Com., B.Li.Sc., and M.B.A., M.Sc. (Environmental
Sciences), Psychology, and M.A. in Sociology,
Journalism & Mass Communication,  PG Diploma
programmes are offered in Human Rights, Applied
Economics, and Library Sciences. At the UG level,
new programmes and alternatives, like Computer
Applications and Statistics, have been added.
Geography as an optional subject at Degree level
from Faculty of Social Sciences, is also launched from
the academic year 2022-23.

Research Programmes that were previously
offered in the disciplines of Social Sciences and
Commerce & Management, have now been

introduced in the disciplines of Science, Arts and
Education, as well. I am delighted to report that 75
students have enrolled in the research programmes
during 2019 - 2022.

During the pandemic the Learner Support Services
Division (LSSD), previously called Student Services
Branch, adopted online services providing admission
facilities such as filling applications, uploading the
certificates and sending timely SMS alerts in addition
to ensuring smooth functioning of Learner Support
Centres (LSCs) and regional centres and study
centres located in both the states of Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh. As a result, the enrolment figures
spanning different segments of society, have
continued to be encouraging.

COLLABORATIONS AND PARTNERSHIPS
Dr BRAOU has entered into Memorandam of

Understanding (MOUs) with various Universities and
institutions across India during the past three years
to expand its outreach and qualitatively enhance its
services.While some are for extending our services to
sister institutions like Uttarakhand Open University
, YCMOU, Vardhman Mahaveer Open University,
Rajasthan and Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open
University, Ahmedabad, Gujarat;  others are for
training and employability with organisations like
Apollo Hospitals Educational and Research
Foundation, Krishna Institute of Medical Sciences
Limited and Deccan School of Management
Darussalam Educational Trust (DET), Hyderabad,
National Academy of Construction (NAC),
Hyderabad.

For Skill Development Training Programmes an
MoU was signed with Swamy Ramananda Thirtha
Rural Institute (SRTRI), Hyderabad in 2022 and an
MoU was signed with the Council for Green
Revolution in 2021 for facilitating green building
technologies and restoration of damaged ecosystems
in the university campus.

The MoU with Army Ordnance Corps Centre
(AOC), Secunderabad in 2019 provides various UG
and Diploma programmes to Army personnel.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
During 2021-2022 the university organised a series

of memorial lectures, both in physical and virtual
mode. These included the P V Narasimha Rao
Memorial Lectures, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Memorial
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Lectures, the  Prof. S. Basheeruddin Memorial Lectures;
Kaloji Narayana Rao Memorial Lectures; Prof. K.
Jayashankar Memorial Lectures and the Narla
Memorial Lectures.

External experts were also invited to deliver lectures.
Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak, Vice-Chancellor,
Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj University, Kanpur
delivered a lecture on “Technology-Enabled Education
in Next Generation” and Prof. P. Krishna Deva Rao
delivered a lecture on “Constitution and Common
man: Some Reflections” on the occasion of the Indian
Constitution Day.

Extension activities have not been ignored even
during the pandemic. The university organized
COVID-19 Awareness and Prevention Activities in the
remote tribal areas, rural areas and the urban slums
with participation of  the alumni under the supervision
and guidance of the faculty. Voluntary tele-counselling
services addressing mental health issues were
conducted in association with Support for Emotional
Rehabilitation of the Virus Victims (SERV), a joint
initiative of The Association of Health Psychologists
(AHP) of University of Hyderabad, ASHA Hospital,
Dr. Reddy’s Foundation, APTS Social Service Forum,
and Action Aid under the aegis of UNICEF,
Hyderabad.

As a part of capacity-building for the university
teachers, Dr. BRAOU’s HRD and training division –
the Centre for Staff Training and Development, CSTD
for short -- conducted a flash virtual workshop on
“Online Teaching Tools and Content Management”
for the faculty and academic Counsellors across
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh and   in collaboration
with the Commonwealth Educational Media Centre
for Asia (CEMCA), New Delhi the CSTD conducted a
2-week MOOC on, “Online Course Development for
SWAYAM” .Yet another CEMCA-CSTD collaborative
training programme was held on “Blended Learning
in Higher Education Institutions” for teachers working
in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.

In 2021 a Centre for Online Education Learning
was set up  to facilitate the University’s digital
initiatives and online courses. It  took up a CEMCA
collaborative project to offer two MOOCs-- One on
‘Stress Management’ and the other on ‘Gender
Sensitization’.

An accomplishment worth mention is the launch
of  dissemination and deliberation Forums by the

Faculties, such as a forum of language and literature
by faculty of Arts; ‘Vanijya Vahini’ by the Faculty
of Commerce; ‘Vidya Vignana Vedika’ by the
Department of Education; Forum for Science
Awareness & Extension by the Faculty of Science;
“Open Social Forum” or “Sarvatrika Samajika
Vedika by the Faculty of Social Sciences to
commemorate 40 years of Dr. BRAOU.

The PRATIBHA webinar series organised by the
Department of Public Administration in
collaboration with IIPA and Department of History
conducted the International Seminars on
Ambedkar Democracy and Nationalism and a
Webinar on Freedom Movement in Telangana to
commemorate 40 years of BRAOU and Azadi Ka
Amrut Mahotsav, 75 years of Indian Independence
was extremely well- received. The Department of
Library Science organized a two- day National
Seminar on “Changing Contours of Research in LIS
in the Information Age” and  the Department of
Economics and Telangana Economic Association
organized a one-day pre-conference symposium on
“New Farm Laws 2020: Impact on Farmers and
Food Security with Special Reference to
Telangana”.

TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION AND NEW
INITIATIVES

The university has always been a pioneer in
technology use. It has a well-equipped EMR & RC
Centre [formerly known as Audio-Visual
Production and Research Centre] Unit, with state-
of-the-art-studios, where Audio-Video lessons are
recorded and transmitted via AIR, T-SAT channels.
The campus is equipped with Wi-Fi and inter-linked
with its RCCs and Study Centre through BSNL
Local Area Network with100 mbps internet speed.
The EMR&RC has prepared a web portal,
vidyagani.braou.ac.in and uploaded a playlist of
Audio/Video lessons for the students to download
on demand. At present, 1432 Audio Lessons, 880
Video Lessons, and 77 Teleconference lessons are
available in the University web portal for on-
demand viewing and download.

All the Self- Learning Materials of UG–level
CBCS course materials have  been hosted on the
university website along with a separate Repository
of all recorded Audio-Video lessons. The subject-
wise information is made available on the
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university online services portal.  All operations
related to examination and evaluation are
computerised,  and BRAOU has led the way in the
conduct of  digital On-screen Evaluation for all UG
and PG course examinations.

UNIVERSITY FINANCES
The base-line for resource mobilization by the

university is “self-generated” funds. The main sources
of finances include Grants released from Government
of Telangana, and collections from learners’ tuition/
admission fees and examination fees and sharing of
learning materials.

Further,the university focusses on conservation
and judicious use of resources. For instance, on
account of utilisation of solar power and use of
energy-efficient lamps with LED lighting that have
been installed in the interiors of all the buildings and
exterior locations including street lighting all along
the roads within the University campus the
expenditure on power has been reduced resulting in
savings of Rs.30,19,124/- for the year 2019-20 and
Rs.32,06,392/- for the year 2020-21. The cumulative
savings on power consumption for the last three
years has been assessed as Rs.96, 18,927/-

ACHIEVEMENTS AND MILESTONES
I am happy to share some of the significant

achievements of the University:
The steps taken for sustainable and resilient

infrastructure development are worthy of special
mention. A Medicinal Plant Garden was inaugurated
at the University campus by Member of the
Telangana Legislative Council, Smt. Surabhi Vani
Devi. The Miyawaki form of plantation has been
developed at three locations of the campus during
the year 2021-22 by planting more than 2000 plant
species of different varieties.

Nearly 1378 persons with disabilities have been
enrolled in the university’s programmes and the
number of rural learners during the three academic
years is now at 74,216 making them the majority as
compared with the urban learners who are at 46,570.

Dr. BRAOU is imparting Education through the
Semester system on par with regular universities and
a YouTube channel --“braouchannel” has been
started to provide online lessons to the students.

I once again, thank our distinguished guests and
wish our graduands all success in their future
endeavours.
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INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS AT BRAOU
BRAOU News, August 15, 2022: Prof. K.

Seetharama Rao, Vice-Chancellor, Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar Open University today hoisted the tri-
colour National Flag on the occasion of 76th
Independence Day at the campus. He remembered
the sacrifices of Indian freedom fighters and National
leaders. He also called upon the staff to serve its
clientele (Students) with greater dedication and
discipline. He extended independence day greeting
to the Staff. Dr.A.V.N. Reddy, Registrar, BRAOU also
addressed the Staff after unfurling the National Flag
at BRAOU Non-Teaching Employees’ Association
premises at the campus.

Earlier the university staff make march for
remembered Indian freedom fighters and
participated in a rally with tri colour flags on the eve
of 76th independence day. The Teaching and Non-
Teaching Staff members, Directors, Deans and
representatives of University various  Service
Associations attended the Independence Day
Celebrations.

LATE E.SUDHAKAR, Senior
Assistant, Academic Branch
passed away on 15-09-2022.
A condolence meeting was
held at the campus to mourn
the death of E. Sudhakar.

LATE C. CHENCHU
RAMAIAH, Office
Subordinate, Finance Branch,
passed away on 20-09-2022.
A condolence meeting was
held at the campus to mourn
the death of  C. Chenchu
Ramaiah.
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